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History Long Term Plan 
Intent:  

The long term plan for history reflects the requirements of the National Curriculum for Key Stage 1 and 2.  

We aim to provide children with a broad study of history that gives them a solid basis of knowledge on which to build as they move through our 

school and beyond. We aim to build an awareness of significant events and individuals in global, British and local history and recognise how things 

have changed over time. We want our History curriculum to support children to appreciate the complexity of people’s lives, the diversity of societies 

and the relationships between different groups. Studying History allows children to appreciate the many reasons why people may behave in the 

way they do, supporting children to develop empathy for others. 

Our ambition is for our History curriculum to: 
 

• support pupils in building their understanding of chronology in each year group, making connections over periods of time and developing a 
chronologically-secure knowledge of History. 

• develop pupils’ understanding of how historians study the past and construct accounts and the skills to carry out their own historical 
enquiries. 

 
We want our children to to leave primary school with a good working knowledge of a range of historical periods, as well as a skillset that enables 
them to find out more about life in the past. To prepare pupils for their future learning in History, our topics introduce them to key substantive 
concepts including power, invasion, settlement and migration, empire, civilisation, religion, trade, achievements of humankind, society and 
culture.  
 
 
Implementation 

We have chosen to teach the geography curriculum using Kapow Geography as our main foundation. Kapow Primary’s History scheme of work is 

aligned with our intent in enabling pupils to meet the end of Key stage attainment targets in the National curriculum in a range of interesting and 

engaging ways. The Kapow Primary scheme emphasises the importance of historical knowledge being shaped by disciplinary approaches, and 

the strands of Topic Knowledge, Chronological Awareness and Historical Inquiry are interwoven throughout. The History units create enriching 

learning experiences which allow the children to investigate history as historians do, and ‘History in Action’ videos support this by explaining the 

careers and work of those in history and heritage-related fields.  

For EYFS, activities allow pupils to work towards the ‘Understanding the world’ Development matters statements, while also covering foundational 

knowledge that will support them in their further history learning in Key stage 1. History is taught as a discrete subject so that children will further 



develop their awareness of the past in Key stage 1 and will know where people and events fit chronologically. This will support children in building 

a ‘mental timeline’ they can refer to throughout their learning in Key stage 2. 

The scheme follows the spiral curriculum model where previous skills and knowledge are returned to and built upon. Substantive concepts such 

as power, trade, invasion and settlement, are introduced in Key stage 1, clearly identified in Lower key stage 2 and revisited in Upper key stage 2, 

allowing knowledge of these key concepts to grow. Lessons are designed to be varied, engaging and hands-on, with activities that enable children 

to develop their knowledge of concepts and chronology, as well as their knowledge of the context being studied.  

Impact 

Over time children develop a broad subject knowledge of historical periods, and can increasingly make links between what they have learnt.  The 

impact of the scheme is monitored through both formative and summative assessment opportunities. Teachers assess understanding regularly 

against the learning intention, and the Kapow scheme also provides resources to support teachers in assessing pupils. Retrieval activities and 

questioning are used to check and secure knowledge, and each unit provides a ‘skill catcher’ and knowledge assessment quiz which can be used 

at the end of the unit.   

Having undertaken our scheme of work, pupils should leave school equipped with a range of skills to enable them to succeed in their secondary 

education. Children will be shaped into enquiring learners, who ask questions and can make suggestions about where to find the evidence to 

answer the question. They will become increasingly critical and analytical thinkers who are able to make informed and balanced judgements based 

upon their knowledge of the past. 

  



 

History Long Term Plan – Overview 
History is taught in half termly blocks, alternating with Geography 

 

EYFS Cycle 
A and B 

How I’ve changed  
Families and communities  

People who help us  
Black History Month  

Bonfire Night  
Remembrance Day  

Christmas and toys in the 
past and now  

People who help us  
Our school in the past and now  

People who help us  
Months of the year  

Transport through time  

Family Tree  
Kings and Queens  
Past and present  

Dinosaurs/Fossils  
Mary Anning  

Seaside in the past and now  

Cycle A – KS1 and KS2 

 Autumn Term Spring Term 
 

Summer Term 
 

Year  
1 and 2 

How am I making History? How have toys changed? How did we learn to fly? 

Year  
3 and 4 

Would you prefer to live in the 
Stone, Bronze or Iron age? 

 

How hard was it to invade 
and settle in Britain? 

How have children’s lives 
changed? 

Year  
5 and 6 

Were the Vikings raiders, 
traders, or something 

else? 

What was life like in Tudor 
England? 

What was the Impact of 
World War 2 on Britain 

and its people? 

 

Cycle B – KS1 and KS2 

 Autumn Term Spring Term 
 

Summer Term 
 

Year 
1 and 2 

What is History? How is school different from 
the past? 

What is a monarch? 

Year 
3 and 4 

Why did the Romans settle in 
Britain? 

What did the Ancient Egyptians 
believe? 

How did the achievements of 
the Ancient Maya affect 

society and beyond? 

Year 
5 and 6 

What does the census tell us 
about the local area? 

 What did the Greeks ever do for 
us? 

 What was the Sikh Empire? 

  



 

Blue Class – History Long Term Plan – Cycle A 
 How am I making history? How have toys changed? How did we learn to fly? 

Enquiry 
Question 

Looking at personal chronology and 
finding out about the past within living 
memory. By examining photographs and 
asking questions, we will investigate 
chronology. Beginning to look at a simple 
timeline extending back to before we 
were born. 

Sequencing toys into a physical 
timeline, we will investigate artefacts 
from the past and begin to pose 
questions. We will learn how teddy 
bears have changed and ‘interview’ an 
old teddy bear before considering what 
toys may be like in the future. 

Developing our knowledge of events 
beyond living memory and 
reinforcing their chronological 
understanding by looking at 
significant events in the history of 
flight on a timeline. Learning about 
the individuals who contributed to 
the history of flight. 

National 
Curriculum 
Links 

Maths: Measurement 
 
Art and design 
 
English: Spoken language 

 RSE & PSHE 
 
Art and design 
 
English: Spoken language 
 
Maths: Measurement 
 
British values: Mutual respect 

English: Spoken language 
 
Maths: Measurement 
 
British values: Mutual respect 

Possible 
Visit/Enrichment 
Opportunity 

Local library/archive to view local news 
from the past/local history. 

Teddy Bear Museum (Stratford) or 
visitor to school 

Local Air Cadets visit – what do 
cadets do? 

Possible End 
Product 

Create a labelled display with pictures of 
artefacts and images from the past with 
short explanations and comparisons. 

Create a ‘teddy bear timeline’ or toy 
timeline 

Write or tell a story from what we 
have learned – to tohers in the group 
using stick puppets – eg. Amelia 
Erhart. 

 

  



Yellow Class – History Long Term Plan – Cycle A 
 Would you prefer to live in the Stone, 

Bronze or Iron Age? 
How hard was it to invade & settle in 

Britain? 
How have children’s lives 

changed? 

Enquiry 
Question 

Looking at the chronology of mankind, 
children are introduced to Britain’s story. 
They use archaeological evidence to find 
out about the Stone Age, Bronze and 
Iron Age. 

Developing an understanding of why 
people invaded and settled, learning 
about Anglo-Saxon beliefs and the 
spread of Christianity and assessing 
the contribution of the Anglo-Saxons to 
modern Britain. 

Investigating the changes in 
children’s lives through time, children 
learn how children’s spare time, 
health and work have changed. They 
explore the most crucial change – 
work – in more detail, learning about 
a day in the life of a working child 
and the significance of Lord 
Shaftesbury and his impact. 

National 
Curriculum 
Links 

English 
Spoken language 
Develop understanding through 
speculating, hypothesising, imagining 
and exploring ideas. 
 
Geography 
Human geography, including trade links. 

Geography: Human and physical 
geography 
 
Design and technology: Make 
 
English: Spoken language 
 

English: Spoken language, Reading 
comprehension, Writing 
PSHE & C and British Values  
Science: Working scientifically 
 

Possible 
Visit/Enrichment 
Opportunity 

Local Iron Age Fort, or museum offering 
sessions. 

Viking or Anglo Saxon museum or 
visitor. 

Barnardo’s visiting speaker or visit to 
workhouse museum or similar. 

Possible End 
Product 

Create a diorama with explanation Create maps showing the Kingdoms of 
Britain prior to the Norman invasion or 
act out the story of one of the key 
characters. 

Persuasive letter regarding the plight 
of children or Rights of the Child 



 

Green Class – History Long Term Plan – Cycle A 
 Were the Vikings raiders, traders or 

something else? 
What was life like in Tudor 

England? 
What was the impact of World War 

2 on the people of Britain? 

Enquiry 
Question 

Investigating what the Vikings were 
really like, creating a Viking trade route 
game, writing their version of a Viking 
saga, evaluating the impact of the Viking 
invaders on Britain and displaying the 
achievements of the Vikings in a ‘Viking 
achievement gallery’. 

Comparing Henry VIII and Elizabeth I, 
children learn about the changing 
nature of monarchy. They examine 
how monarchs tried to control their 
public images using portraits and royal 
progresses. Using Tudor inventories to 
investigate whether people were rich 
or poor, children learn what life was 
like for people in Tudor times. 

Investigating the causes of WW2; 
learning about the Battle of Britain; 
investigating the impact of the Blitz 
and evacuation on people’s lives; 
and evaluating the effectiveness of 
primary sources. 

National 
Curriculum 
Links 

Geography: Human and physical 
geography, Geographical skills and 
fieldwork. 
 
Maths: Ratio. 
 
English: Spoken language. 

English: Spoken language, Writing – 
composition. 

English: Spoken language; Writing. 
 
Geography: Locational knowledge; 
Geographical skills and fieldwork. 

Possible 
Visit/Enrichment 
Opportunity 

Almonry Museum visit. Elizabethan houses - Stratford Stratford Armouries Churchill 
Exhibition 
 
Hartlebury Castle – Evacuee 
Experience/Make do and mend 

Possible End 
Product 

Create a portfolio of evidence of the 
Viking’s importance and achievements. 

Create contrasting inventories of two 
people living in the Tudor period. 
Create a labelled plan of a Tudor 
home or a diorama. 

Diary account of evacuee or 
Windrush migrant 
Presentation board – roles in WW2 
(Women) 
 
 

  



 

 

Blue Class – History Long Term Plan – Cycle B 
 What is history? How is school different in the past? What is a monarch? 

Enquiry 
Question 

Looking at personal chronology and 
finding out about the past within living 
memory. By examining photographs and 
asking questions, we will investigate 
chronology. Beginning to look at a simple 
timeline extending back to before we 
were born. Exploring what holidays were 
like in the past through asking questions 
and examining photographs. 

Understanding that although our school 
has been in the local area for a long 
time, it has not always been the same; 
identifying historical similarities and 
differences; using a range of sources 
to recognise continuity between 
children’s lives past and present. 

Finding out the role of a monarch, 
we will compare the monarchy today 
with the monarchy in the past. We 
will investigate how William the 
Conqueror became King and learn 
how he used castles to rule. They 
study different types of castles and 
consider how these evolved over 
time. 

National 
Curriculum 
Links 

Maths: Measurement 
Art and design 
English: Spoken language 

English: maintain attention and 
participate actively in conversation 
Geography: use maps 
Art and design: use art to share ideas 
Mathematics 
recognise and use language relating to 
dates, including days of the week, 
weeks, months and years 

Art and design 
English: Spoken language 
Design and technology: Make 
RE: Ceremonies 

Possible 
Visit/Enrichment 
Opportunity 

Local oral history project visitor 
Seaside town with Historical features 

Immersive schoolroom experience – 
St.John’s House Museum, 
Warwickshire.  
 
Hartlebury Castle - schoolroom 

Kenilworth Castle (Norman) 
 

Possible End 
Product 

Create a seaside scene – children to 
focus on different periods of time 
 
Diary of a day at the seaside comparison 
– Victorian and late 20th C, present day. 

Draw and describe – school day in the 
past - Postcard from the past / time 
travel pod. 

Castles timeline – map the changes 
Recount of a visit to a Norman 
Castle 

 



Yellow Class – History Long Term Plan – Cycle B 
 Why did the Romans settle in Britain? What did the Ancient Egyptians 

believe? 
How did the achievements of the 
Ancient Maya affect their society 

and beyond? 

Enquiry 
Question 

Investigating why the Romans invaded 
Britain and the reaction of the Celts and 
learning how the Romans changed life in 
Britain. 

Finding out about Egyptian beliefs, 
children make inferences about beliefs 
about the afterlife using primary 
sources. They investigate pyramids, 
gods and goddesses, and mummified 
people to identify Egyptian beliefs 
before creating a video clip to 
summarise their findings. 

Explore the achievements of ancient 
peoples like the Maya by 
investigating historical and 
archaeological evidence. Observe 
and analyse artefacts, to scrutinise 
their settlement strategies in 
rainforests, the cultural significance 
of chocolate and the impact of their 
beliefs, inventions and decline within 
and beyond their society. 

National 
Curriculum 
Links 

Art and design 
Geography - locations 
Physical education 
English – Spoken language 

Geography: Human and physical 
geography, Geographical skills and 
fieldwork 
 
Religion and worldviews 
 
English: Spoken language 

English: Spoken language 
 
Design and technology: Cooking and 
nutrition 
 
Geography: Human and physical 
geography, Geographical skills and 
fieldwork 
 
Religion and worldviews 

Possible 
Visit/Enrichment 
Opportunity 

Alcester Roman Museum Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery 
workshop – Lifer and Death in Ancient 
Egypt 

Cadbury World Mayan talk 

Possible End 
Product 

Create a presentation on the legacy of 
the Romans within local area using maps 

Make a recorded video 
Create a news report about finding an 
Egyptian artefact 

Written account of time traveller who 
landed in the Mayan civilisation 
Write or perform a debate about how 
the Mayan period ended 

 



 

Green Class – History Long Term Plan – Cycle B 
 What does the census tell us about 

our local area? 
What did the Greeks ever do for us? The Sikh Empire 

Enquiry 
Question 

Investigating local history during the 
Victorian period, children carry out an 
enquiry using census and factory 
records. They learn about the changes to 
a family over a period of time and 
suggest reasons for these changes, 
linking them to national events. Planning 
their own historical enquiry, they 
research a local family or street. 

Investigating the city-states of Athens 
and Sparta to identify similarities and 
differences between them, learning 
about democracy and assessing the 
legacy of the Ancient Greeks. 

Exploring how the Sikh Empire was 
unified by Maharaja Ranjit Singh and 
the values and belief system of the 
Sikhs. 

National 
Curriculum 
Links 

English: Spoken language, Reading 
comprehension 
 
Geography: Geographical skills and 
fieldwork 

Geography: Human and physical 
geography, Geographical skills and 
fieldwork 
 
Maths: Ratio and proportion 
 
English: Spoken language 
 
British values: Democracy, rule of law 

English: Reading comprehension, 
Spoken language. 
 
British values: Mutual respect, 
Tolerance of those with different 
faiths and beliefs. 
 
Religious Education: Sikhism 
 
Geography: Human geography 

Possible 
Visit/Enrichment 
Opportunity 

Use of National Archives website 
Visiting speaker – archivist or library 
historian 

Ashmolean Museum, Oxford 
Council chambers/court house 
 

GGNP Gurdwara Coventry or 
speaker from the above. 

Possible End 
Product 

Present findings to Census inquiry using: 
Story, a social media entry, a timeline, a 
Venn diagram or a mixture of these. 
Or 
Create a time capsule 

Presentation or debate about key 
question – What did the Greeks do for 
us?  
Written argument or speech. 

Present understanding of 
significance and legacy of the Sikh 
empire and its leaders – poster 
presentation, PowerPoint or oral 
speaking activity/video. 

 



Progression Mapping 

 



 



 

 



 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 



 



 



 



 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 



 


